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Low Impact Development (LID) Campaign for Greater Grand Rapids 
January 3, 2006 – June 30, 2007  

The Lower Grand River Watershed is 2,909 square miles and covered by urban areas (10.22%), forests (23.23%), 
wetlands (3.49%), agriculture (49.3%), and other land uses (13.76%). Urban areas include Grand Rapids, Muskegon, 
and Grand Haven metropolitan areas. Sediment, nutrients, thermal pollution, hydrocarbons, toxic substances, and 
pathogens found in storm water runoff impact the Lower Grand River Watershed. The Low Impact Development 
Campaign for Greater Grand Rapids addressed pollutant sources typically found in urban runoff and caused by 
construction activities. The goal of this project was to increase the use of low impact development techniques in 
Greater Grand Rapids. 

 Grant Amount:  $66,232 
 Match Funds:   $38,535 
 
 Total Amount: $104,767 

Partners Involved: 

A Place to Grow, Ltd.  
/Clearwaters of Michigan 

Bazzani Associates, Inc. 
City of Grand Rapids 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr  

& Huber, Inc.  
Grand Valley Metropolitan  

Council 
Home & Building Association  

of Greater Grand Rapids 
Homes by Legacy 
Kent County Drain  

Commissioner’s Office 
Kent County Road Commission 
Metro Health Village 
Michigan Environmental Council 
Rain Gardens of West Michigan 
Sable Development 
West Michigan Environmental   

Action Council 

Information and Education 
Activities: 
 
Realtor Workshop 
Engineer Workshop 
Developer Workshop 
Public Official Workshop 
Kent County Township  

Association Presentation 
Michigan Association of  

County Drain Commissioners 
Presentation 

Southwest Michigan Planning 
Commission Presentation 

Green Built Home Tour 
Porous Pavement Tour 
Printed Materials 

- LID Self-Guided Tour Brochure
- LID Site Fact Sheets (11) 
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Engineer Workshop: An all-day 
workshop was held for engineers on 
December 6, 2006. The workshop not 
only highlighted several local case 
studies, but covered the technical  
aspects of installing and maintaining 
LID applications. The workshop was  
attended by 31 individuals.  

Public Official Workshop:  
A workshop for public officials was  
held on January 29, 2007. The workshop 
covered policies to promote LID, smart 
growth initiatives, and sustainable 
community concepts. There were 34 
individuals who attended the workshop.  
  

Developer Workshop: A workshop 
for developers was held on February 27, 
2007. Case studies highlighted several 
LID applications, including porous 
pavement, rain gardens, green roofs, 
storm water reuse, and bioretention 
swales. There were 25 individuals  
who participated in this workshop. 

Realtor Workshop: A workshop for 
Realtors® was held on September 28, 
2006, at the Grand Rapids Association  
of Realtors®. The presentation focused 
on the various selling points of green 
built homes. There were 76 Realtors® 
who attended the workshop. 


